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Water Desalination Discussion Post
Desalination is a growing technology which has positive and negative ramifications. Starting with the positive side, desalination plants are cheap when used with new technology and are more efficient. However, desalination plants are expensive to build and run, they consume a lot of energy and pollute environment especially if they are coal-fired plants. To get a clean source of energy, there is a great potential for developing renewable energy alternatives to power desalination plants. For instance, wind with a maximum speed of 24miles/second to 28 miles/second can produce approximately 80W, which sufficiently can run a desalination plant.
There might be no other best alternative to water shortages other than desalination plants. For instance, in Perth, a significant portion of the region’s water is obtained through desalination. Water from the Indian ocean is also processed to a safe drinking level then used to serve populations in Perth. Desalination of water technology has not been widely used because of high costs associated with building and running of such plants. Therefore, the technology may not be adopted in regions facing financial constraints. Overly, desalination plants are the best solution for semiarid parts of the world provided that such plants are powered by a non-polluting source of energy like wind. 
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